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It's official! The holidays are here! Have you contacted
your pet sitter to make sure your pet visits are booked?
Don’t delay. Call or email right now. This is the busiest
time of the year for pet sitters and schedules fill up fast.
We give priority to existing clients before accepting new
customers so make sure we’ve got your visits on our

schedule first. We look forward to hearing from you.

Remember - Keep tinsel, ribbon, and string away from
your pets. If they ingest any of these items they could
experience serious internal injuries. Avoid feeding your
pets the holiday leftovers such as turkey (turkey skin
can cause inflammation of the pancreas) and other
potentially harmful foods such as chocolate, tea,
alcohol, hops, salt, onions and onion powder, grapes
and raisins, avocado, garlic, and macadamia nuts.

The holidays can be a stressful time for everyone,
including your pets. Though you may be busy with the
comings and goings that take place during this time of
year, try to keep your pets on their normal routine as
much as possible.
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Why Hire a Professional Pet Sitter?

wPets are happier and experience less stress at home
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MT's Welcome Waggin'

Mojo’s Reunion

Remember Mojo? He’s the cute little 10-week-
old Malamute puppy we adopted in July. With
his adorable little face and huge ears, we just

couldn’t wait to bring him home.

Well... look at him now! He’s 6 months old and

so much fun!

This past September, Mojo reunited with his
mom, Gaia, and several of his siblings at the
dog park in Tracy. All of the puppies had a
wonderful time! It was great fun for the families
to gather and see the puppies play together.
After playing in the dog park, the adoptive
families were invited back to Gaia’s house for a
barbeque. Thank you Luana and Stephen for
hosting such a wonderful event. We can’t wait

for the puppies 1% birthday party next May!
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Gift Ideas for Pets (and Owners too!)

% Do your dogs like to swim? Consider a
safety preserver (life vest) to keep them
safe in and near the water. They’re
available in all sizes and colors.

3 Do you have a pet first aid kit? A well-
stocked and organized first aid kit that
includes atick remover, vet wrap, and a
pet first aid guide is a must.

% Do you walk your dog at night and/or
does your cat go out after dark? Make
sure they get noticed and get them a
reflective safety collar.

* ¥
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Behavior Tip <+ & \

Isyour cats hy and/ or
fearful? Do not force
themto come out and

greet strangers.  Cats

have a wide range of
personalities . Praise

and reinforce with
treats when they show

signs of progress in
social situations , but it
must be ont heir terms.

Resources for Dog Behavior Help

Enroll your dog inbehavior clasd Private and group
courses are offeredthrough the local community
parks programs as well a®organizations such as

SPCA andHumane Society.

Thereis a long list ofdog behavor tip sheets
available on The Humane Societyf the United States
website (see below). These are just some of the
topics8 Aggressim, Barking, Crate TrainingPositive
Reinforcement Training, etc.
www. hsus.org

Numerous books arerecommended bythe ASPCA

Animal Behavior Center, featuring several books by

Patricia B.McConnell
WwWw.aspca.org

A Reminder to Our Clients

BEFORE YOUR TR3FPlease remember to calat least one week prior to
your trip to schedule your pet visits.

AFTER YOUR TR&Upon your sde return home, remember to call us as
soon as possible We ask that you contact us within two hours of your
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http://www.hsus.org/
http://www.aspca.org/

Managing Your Dog & Behavior

Puppies come with a set of pre -installed behaviors: urinating and defecating when they feel
the urge, chewin g anything they can put in their mouths, whining, crying and barking if they
find themselves alone, eating any food they encounter (not to mention many NON -food
items!), greeting by excitedly jumping up, and play -biting all living things. These are all

normal behaviors for any puppy or untrained adult dog. Notice that there is little on this

list that humans are likely to approve of.

In order to have a dog that chews only his own toys, eliminates outside, can relax alone
quietly, greets without jumping up a nd plays without being mouthy, the onus is on us humans
to mould the dog & behavior. Puppies need management and the safest policy with newly
adopted dogs is to treat them as though they were puppies too!
Here are some important rules for managing your new  puppy or dog:

# Confine any puppy or untrained dog to one room, like the kitchen, to make dog
proofing the room and supervision easier

3 Supervise like crazy: feedback about both housetraining and chewing lapses has to be

immediate. Never punishadoglate: it i s ineffective and
time to supervise (or train or burn

3 Help him get it right most of the time: provide stuffed chew toys and praise him
when he uses them, take him out often (every hour fora  young puppy!) and praise &
reward him immediately when he performs outside, enroll in areward  -based training
course to teach you how to communicate with him

% Dond6t reward whining or barking when the
this teache s him that whining works and that you can be manipulated. Get him used to
being alone by coming and going ZILLIONS of times for very short periods the first
few days you have him, all done very matter of factly

H Burn your dogd6s ener gemal Tieddods ar@wely sbehavaed dogs.n
Teach him basic commands and tricks with treats, play fetch, tug and hide & seek
with his toys, take up a sport like agility or flyball, get him out daily for walks & runs,
trips to new places and give him regular o pportunities to play with other dogs. If you
work long hours, consider a walker, or day -care.

The San Francisco SPCA Behavior and Training Department
Reprinted with  Permission of The San Francisco SPCA
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